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NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 

 

REPORT TO: STRATEGY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

Date: 1ST JUNE 2020 

TOPIC: COASTAL CONCORDAT 

REPORT BY: HEAD OF PLACE 

 

1           INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The Council was contacted by Department for Environment Food & Rural 
Affairs (Defra) in February 2020 inviting it to sign a new Coastal Concordat 
for England. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-coastal-
concordat-for-england . 

 
1.2 It is understood that all local authorities in England with a coastline are 

being contacted and invited to sign. Details of and benefits arising from the 
proposed Coastal Concordat are available at : 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-coastal-concordat-for-
england/a-coastal-concordat-for-england-revised-december-2019 . 

  
1.3 This concordat is one of a suite of actions the government and regulatory 

bodies are taking to achieve more efficient, coordinated regulation. It 
applies to the consenting of coastal developments in England where 
several bodies have a regulatory function. The concordat is designed to 
remove red tape and streamline the consenting process for both regulators 
and applicants. It provides a framework within which the separate 
processes for the consenting of coastal developments in England can be 
coordinated better. 
 

2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 That the Council signs the Coastal Concordat with Defra. 

3 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 To benefit from streamlined regulatory responsibilities, to improve 
coordination under different regulatory regimes and to facilitate a simpler 
process for applicants. 

4  REPORT 

4.1  The original Coastal Concordat for England (November 2013) was an 
agreement between Dept. for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), 
Dept. for Communities and Local Government (DCLG), the Dept for 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-coastal-concordat-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-coastal-concordat-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-coastal-concordat-for-england/a-coastal-concordat-for-england-revised-december-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-coastal-concordat-for-england/a-coastal-concordat-for-england-revised-december-2019


Transport, the Marine Management Organisation (MMO), the Environment 
Agency, Natural England and the Local Government Association. It is now 
proposed to encourage local authorities in England with a coastal interest to 
adopt an updated Coastal Concordat in accordance with the Government’s 
25 Year Environment Plan (A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve 
the Environment) which sets out (p107): 

 
“We will continue to implement a marine licensing regulatory regime 
that supports sustainable development while protecting the natural 
capital and wellbeing of the marine environment and all local 
authorities with a coastal interest will be signed up to the Coastal 
Concordat by 2021”. 
 

4.2 The concordat applies to consenting of coastal developments in England 
where several regulatory bodies have a regulatory function. It is designed to 
coordinate better the separate processes for consenting coastal 
developments between the main regulatory bodies including coastal local 
planning authorities. 
 

4.3 Coastal development consenting needs to be undertaken with due regard to 
the relevant legislation and regulations, policies, plans and programmes 
that apply in the coastal area. These may include: the National Planning 
Policy Framework, the Marine Policy Statement and other national policy 
statements, marine plans, local and neighbourhood plans, shoreline 
management plans, local natural capital plans, the Government’s 25 Year 
Environment Plan, river basin management plans and coastal change 
management areas. 

 
4.4 The concordat sets out 5 high level principles: 

a) Applicants seeking regulatory approval should be provided with a first 
point of entry into the regulatory system for consenting coastal 
development, guiding them to the organisations responsible for the 
range of consents, permissions and licences which may be required for 
their development; 

b) Regulators should agree a single lead authority for coordinating the 
requirements of Environmental Impact Assessments or Habitats 
Regulations Assessments; 

c) Where opportunities for dispensing or deferring regulatory 
responsibilities are legally possible and appropriate, they should be 
taken; 

d) Where possible, at the pre-application stage, competent authorities and 
statutory advisors should agree the likely environmental and habitats 
assessment evidence requirements of all authorities at all stages of the 
consenting process; 

e) Where possible, regulators and statutory advisors should each provide 
coordinated advice to applicants from across their respective 
organisations. 

 
4.5 The identified potential benefits to both regulators and applicants include:  

a) reducing unnecessary regulatory duplication; 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf


b) better signposting; 
c) streamlining assessments; 
d) increasing transparency and consistency of advice;  
e) long-term efficiency savings for regulators, advisors and applicants; and 
f) meeting a commitment in the 25 Year Environment Plan. 

 

4.6 The main actions arising for the Council would be advisory as a first point of 
entry, where the relevant officer should signpost the applicant to those 
relevant concordat bodies that had not already been contacted, highlighting 
that the applicant may need to secure a consent, licence or permission from 
them. 

4.7 Within the South West region, Plymouth, Cornwall and Dorset Councils had 
already signed the Coastal Concordat as of January 2020. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-coastal-concordat-for-
england/local-authorities-who-are-adopters-of-the-coastal-concordat-
updated-december-2019   

 

5  RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

5.1  The cost of signing the Coastal Concordat has no direct cost and can be 
undertaken within existing resources.  

5.2  The identified benefits of the Coastal Concordat would potentially 
streamline regulatory responsibilities and improved coordination under 
different regulatory regimes, with potential efficiency benefits for the 
Council, other regulators and a simpler process for applicants (which could 
include the Council). 

5.3  It would be useful for relevant officers to have a basic awareness of other 
common consents e.g. a marine license from the MMO or flood risk activity 
permit from the EA etc. This could be addressed as part of future training 
and/or engagement with the relevant concordat bodies. 

6   EQUALITY and HUMAN RIGHTS 

6.1 There are not considered to be any negative equality impacts arising from 
the concordat. The proposed better signposting and coordination of different 
consents, permissions and licences would be to the potential benefit of all 
applicants and users. 

7  CONSTITUTIONAL CONTEXT 

Article and 
paragraph 

Appendix and 
paragraph 

Referred or 
delegated 

power? 

A key 
decision? 

In the 
Forward 
Plan? 

Part 3, Annexe 1.1  Referred No No 
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8   STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY 

8.1  This report contains no confidential material under the provisions of 
Schedule 12A of 1972 Act. 

9   BACKGROUND PAPERS 

9.1  The following background papers have been used in the preparation of this 
report:- 

 A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment, (Defra 
2018) 

 A Coastal Concordat for England (revised: December 2019) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-coastal-concordat-for-
england/a-coastal-concordat-for-england-revised-december-2019  

 
9.2   Background papers will be available for inspection and will be kept by the 

author of this report. 

10    STATEMENT OF INTERNAL ADVICE 

10.1  The author (below) confirms that advice has been taken from all appropriate 
Councillors and officers. 

Lead Member: Cllr Malcolm Wilkinson 

Author: Andrew Austen (Lead Officer Planning Policy) Date: 5th February 2020  

Reference: S&R – 1 June 2020 coastal concordat 
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